Letter sent by the Space Resources Roundtable to Dr. Joseph Rothenberg 
December 2, 2000 
Dr. Joseph Rothenberg, Associate Administrator for 
 Space Flight, 
National Aeronautics and   Space Administration 
Washington, D.C. 20546 
 Dear Dr. Rothenberg, 
  
Approximately 60 attendees at the 2nd meeting of the Space Resources Roundtable* met at the Colorado School of Mines, November 8-10. During our meeting, Mr. John C. Mankins from NASA HQ and Mr. Gerald Sanders from the Johnson Space Center gave briefings on NASA planning for the HEDS Technology and Commercialization Initiative (HTCI), which includes a strategic research and technology theme element focused on the goal of space resources development. 
 We applaud the initiative being taken by NASA in this area, which can bring significant economic benefits to people on Earth within the next 20-50 years. Space resource development can also reduce the costs of human exploration beyond low Earth orbit. We are concerned, however, that the scope of HTCI is quite broad and the available funds for space resource development are likely to be small. We encourage NASA to adopt an integrating, commercial development focus for the program for these next several “start-up” years that are critical to the program.  This focus should be designed to encourage participation of academia and industry as well as strengthen NASA’s in-house supporting role. Overall, the program should aggressively develop commercial uses of space resources by emphasizing cooperative conceptual and technology projects between NASA, academia and industry that enable the acceleration and expansion of HEDS. 
 The development of space resources will be a long-term enterprise and, at the present pace of exploration programs, may not lead to commercial products from space in the next decade. For that reason, while we believe that a partnership with industry is important, we do not expect to see a strong surge of commercial investment for the next few years. The proposed approach to HTCI apparently includes the issuance of a Cooperative Agreement Notice that will require industry participants to contribute matching funds to the research. We suggest that a NASA Research Announcement approach may be more appropriate. If a NRA approach is used, the selection criteria should include: (1) the demonstration that commercial potential exists; and (2) the provision of an industrial partner’s business plan for the development and marketing of the technology, including near-term applications. 
 We thank you for your leadership in this important area. A copy of the abstracts presented at our recent meeting is attached. 
 Sincerely, 
 Michael B. Duke, for the Space Resources Roundtable 
*The Space Resources Roundtable is an ad hoc group with about 70 members, including scientists, engineers, technologists, business people, lawyers and historians who believe that space resources will provide economic benefits to the people of Earth. The 2nd meeting of the Space Resources Roundtable was partially sponsored by NASA through the Lunar and Planetary Institute. 
